
     
 2021 Rutgers Gardening Education Series Class Schedule  

        (RCE Sussex County) 

Class Meeting Information 

This course meets online, Wednesdays from 6:30pm-8:30pm beginning on February 3rd and ending on May 12th.  

Course Information 

The course is delivered in 15 online classroom meetings along with prerecorded webinar content available through 
Canvas, a Rutgers online classroom resource program. Weekly virtual county class meetings will be scheduled with 
the local Program Coordinator to discuss content in smaller group settings. Additional resource materials are 
posted on the Canvas site, which students will have access to for the duration of the course time.  

Canvas 
The Rutgers online resource website which our class will be using is called Canvas and can be found at 
https://canvas.rutgers.edu/ .  New students will be sent an invitation to set up an account using their email address 
to gain access. There will be training on how to use this site at the first class.    
 
Missed Classes 
All classes will be recorded for students to access for missed content. 
 
Contact Information: 

County Extension Department Head 
Stephen Komar 
County Agent II 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Sussex County 
130 Morris Turnpike 
Newton, NJ 07860 
973-948-3040 
komar@njaes.rutgers.edu 

Program Coordinator 
Lisa Chiariello 
Program Associate II 
Rutgers Cooperative Extension Sussex County 
130 Morris Turnpike 
Newton, NJ 07860 
973-948-3040 
lisa.chiariello@rutgers.edu  

 
 
Course Fee and Payment Method 

Cost for the course is $200.00 and is non-refundable. Please make checks payable to: Rutgers, The State 
University and mail along with the Registration Form to RCE of Sussex County, 130 Morris Turnpike, Newton, NJ 
07860. Payment is due by January 26, 2021. Checks will not be deposited until after the first class (Feb 3rd). 
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Course Schedule **(subject to change) 

Feb. 3 

Topic Introduction, Canvas Training  
NJ Geology & Ecology Introduction – L. Chiariello, B. Chester & P. Burton 

Resources  
Webinar/Video  

 

Feb. 10 

Topic Botany – Stephen Komar 

Resources 1. Basic Botany for Master Gardeners, Univ Idaho 
2. Botany Language Basics for Identification of Flowering Plants, Cornell 

Webinar/Video  
 

Feb. 17 

Topic Soils – Stephen Komar 

Resources Rutgers Soil Testing Laboratory website 

Webinar/Video 1. Video: Soil Testing, Bamka, Komar 
 

Feb. 24 

Topic Entomology – Joe Mahar 

Resources  

Webinar/Video 
1. Webinar: Emerging Invasive Insects: Where’d That Come From? New Pests 
to Keep an Eye on in the Landscape, S. Tirpak 

2. Webinar: Household & Structural Pests, Rutgers, R. Magron 
 
 

Mar. 3 

Topic Plant Pathology – Andy Wyenandt 

Resources 
1. Landscape and Ornamental Plant Stress: Factors, Symptoms, Diagnosis and 
Management (Fact Sheet #E309) 
2. Ohio Plant Pathology Series GEN 1-10 

Webinar/Video  Webinar: Plant Diagnostics – Jazzin’ up Your Garden Knowledge, R. Buckley 
 

Mar. 10 

Topic Pesticide Safety and Use – Stephen Komar 

Resources 1. What Gardeners Should Know About Pesticides, Publication # PPP-109 

Webinar/Video Webinar:  IPM Integrated Pest Management, Melendez 
 

Mar. 17 

Topic Woody Trees and Shrubs – Bruce Crawford 

Resources  

Webinar/Video Webinar: Conifers and Broadleaf Evergreens, Rutgers, Chiariello 
 
 
 



     
 

Mar. 24 

Topic Herbaceous Plants - Bruce Crawford 

Resources 1. Plant Identification of Perennials, UMass website 
2. Native Plant Database website 

Webinar/Video Webinar: Native and Invasive Species, Rutgers, Chiariello 
 

Mar. 31 

Topic Turf – Sal Mangiafico 

Resources 
1. Your Lawn and Its Care, Fact Sheet #FS102 
2. NJ Fertilizer Law: Healthy Lawns Healthy Water Website 
3. Turf: Cultivation and Compaction, UMass webpage 

Webinar/Video 1. Webinar: Common Problems of Turf and Home Lawns, Park 
2. Webinar: Weed Management Part I, Bamka 

 

Apr. 7 

Topic Pruning and Maintenance - Bruce Crawford 

Resources  

Webinar/Video 2. Webinar: An Approach to Pruning You Won't Forget (starts at 5:15 mins) 
 

Apr. 14 

Topic Intro to Vegetable Production I, Cool Season Crops - Rick VanVranken 

Resources 1. Planning a Vegetable Garden, Fact Sheet #FS129  

Webinar/Video  
 

Apr. 21 

Topic Intro to Vegetable Production II, Warm Season Crops, Rick VanVranken 

Resources  

Webinar/Video 1. Webinar: Pests in New Jersey Vegetable Gardens, Nitzsche 
 

 Topic Small Fruit – Gary Pavlis 

Apr. 28 Resources 1. Cornell Guide to Growing Fruit at Home 

 Webinar/Video  
 

May 5 

Topic Tree Fruit – Megan Muehlbauer 

Resources 1. Fruit Production for the Home Garden 
2. Cornell Guide to Growing Fruit at Home 

Webinar/Video  
 

May 12 

Topic Composting & Fertilizers – Stephen Komar 

Resources 1. Home Composting, Fact Sheet #FS811 
2. Backyard Leaf Composting, Fact Sheet #FS074 

Webinar/Video  
 



     
 

Additional 
Content 

Topic Animal Damage and Wildlife Control   

Resources Regulations Governing the Management of New Jersey Wildlife, Rutgers Fact 
Sheet FS1017 

Webinar/Video Webinar: Squirrels and Chippies Acting Out, Penn ST 
Webinar: Rabbit Resistant Plants, Penn ST 

 
 

Additional 
Content 

Topic Stormwater Management of Home Landscapes, Rutgers, Michelle Bakacs 

Resources 1. Rutgers Water Resource Management Website 
Webinar/Video 1. Webinar: Stormwater Management of Home Landscapes, Bakacs 

 


